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Academic Writing
1. Noun Modification
A. Read what follows to find out the basic structure of noun phrases in English and the role of noun modification in complexity in academic writing. 
Noun modification and its role in complexity in writing 
Biber(1988) showed that clausal subordination is typical of speech while phrasal features(such as attributive adjectives and prepositional phrases)are characteristic of formal writing.These non-clausal dependent phrases function as optional pre-or postmodifiers to the head noun in noun phrases,which consequently have great potential for expansion.The basic structure of nominal phrases is: 
Determiner +(premodification)+headnoun+(postmodification and complementation)
(Biber et al.,1999).
Premodifiers include adjectives (nuclear power) , participles (living things) and nouns (safety measures). Postmodifiers include relative clauses (people who live near a nuclear facility), ing-clauses (countries using nuclear energy) , ed-clauses (problems associated with coal and oil), to-infinitive clauses (material to build a nuclear weapon), prepositional phrases (the cost of electricity), noun-phrases in apposition (a boiling water reactor (BWR)), and complement clauses (the fact that nuclear technology threatens global peace). Noun phrases with a modifier are rare in conversation but close to 60% of noun phrases in academic prose have a pre- or postmodifier (Biber et al.,1999, p.578).
Rmk:
This passage is providing information about the basic structure of noun phrases in English and the role of noun modification in complexity in academic writing. It explains that noun phrases consist of a determiner, head noun, and optional pre- or post-modifiers, which can include adjectives, participles, nouns, relative clauses, prepositional phrases, appositives, and complement clauses. The passage also notes that while noun phrases with modifiers are rare in conversation, they are common in academic writing, where they contribute to the complexity of the text.
B. Copy three sentences from the paper under review and identify the head noun (bold type) and underline its modifiers.
1. An intensive lifestyle intervention focusing on weight loss did not reduce the rate of cardiovascular events in overweight or obese adults with type 2 diabetes.
2. [bookmark: OLE_LINK1]This research provides strong support for a sleep-specific benefit on memory consolidation for specifically negative information and more broadly affirms the benefit of sleep for cognition.
3. This randomized clinical trial of a smartphone-based self-management intervention did not detect a significant improvement in the primary outcome of time to relapse.
C. Specify three pre-modifiers and post-modifiers with the head noun modified.
Pre-modifiers: An intensive lifestyle intervention focusing on weight loss did not reduce the rate of cardiovascular events in overweight or obese adults with type 2 diabetes.
Post-modifiers: This research provides strong support for a sleep-specific benefit on memory consolidation for specifically negative information and more broadly affirms the benefit of sleep for cognition.

